
Although Jenny Sue and Donald Dun-
ner inherited a large, wooded and
well- maintained backyard when they
bought their house in 1971, they did-
n’t use it much. They added a little
bench under a tree on their double
lot, and that was about it. But with
help from Bethesda garden designer,
Elin Haaga, the Dunners have new-
found joy in a yard that once garnered
little attention. “The clients looked
out at their garden but were never in

it,” Haaga says. “Now they have to be
in their garden.”

What exactly was keeping them
out? “Sometimes I call it ‘garden psy-
chology,” Haaga says. She explains that
what the Dunners were missing was a
focal point—something that captures
the eye and calls you to the garden.
Now, a white, arching arbor forms the
centerpiece of the sweeping, shady
backyard Haaga transformed into an
English landscape garden with sepa-

rate “rooms” to be discovered during
strolls. There is a bridge affectionate-
ly named “London Bridge” by Jenny
Sue in honor of Haaga, who hails
from Britain, and several angels and
statuary beckon along the way.“I love
angels,” Jenny Sue says.

“What I like best about it is the view
from here,”says Donald as he looks out
from the kitchen. “When you see the
front of the house, you don’t know that
there’s a paradise in back.”
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English Landscape in Kenwood

Here’s how four Bethesda-area res idents turned ho-hum yards

into show-stopping landscapes
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garden, a pool, and a large, formal circu-
lar lawn that Charise calls “drop-dead
simple, but stunning.”

For work, Charise has traveled around
the world attending seminars and speak-

ing at conferences. During those trips,
she often stayed in resorts and wanted to
replicate that peaceful, visually pleasing
“spa feel” in her own backyard. Inspired
by the gardens of the Mediterranean, she
decided to replace her pool with one that
looked more natural and more a part of
the landscape. Now the pool is seen
through a scrim of grasses—making it
appear to be a natural body of water.

Morgan Washburn of Botanical Dec-
orators helped Charise create her garden
and its Mediterranean touches, using a
variety of indigenous plantings, includ-
ing deodar cedars, bottlebrush buckeye,
winterberry, oakleaf hydrangea, cone-
flowers and coreopsis. Because the gar-
den faces south, Mediterranean accents
work perfectly. Desert Gold flagstone
gives the loggia an exotic look. Contain-
ers on the patio hold blue and white
plants—such as graceful tree hy-

drangeas—to lend an air of coolness and
shade from the south-facing garden. In
the kitchen garden, however, which the
family sees every day, the colors are bright
and festive. Charise’s husband, Paolo
Petrovitch, is the family cook and enjoys
the assortment of herbs—oregano, pars-
ley, basil, sage, thyme—from the kitchen
garden.

Most striking is the circular lawn off
the loggia, introduced by a checkerboard
paving pattern. Washburn says the circu-
lar patch of grass is “an archetypal shape
that resonates.” The powerful design ele-
ment can also function as a stage for a
party tent. A series of urns planted with
bright red flowers are set in a row around
the periphery of the lawn. Nearby, a goth-
ic fountain gurgling in the center of the
patio evokes ancient, sultry days and pro-
vides a soothing respite for party guests,
friends and family.
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The colorful, sunny
kitchen garden.
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Pat and Amy Krause had always
talked about installing a pool.
When they decided to make their
dream come true three years ago,
they ended up with a spectacular
retreat that makes Pat misty-eyed.
“I grew up here in Gaithersburg,”
he says. “I never thought I’d end
up in a place like this.” From the
front, the Krauses’ house just
“looks like a plain house,” says Pat.
“Around back, it’s this oasis. It’s
beautiful.”

Pat knew he wanted it to be
unique and to look as natural as
possible—not just a typical pool
stuck into the ground. “I like
rocks, I like plants, I like water,”
he says. And, he wanted to hear
the soothing sound of running
water so he contacted Browning
Pools to install a free-form pool.

Gaithersburg Oasis
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Pat and Amy Krause’s pool
creates a unique, natural

landscape.
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